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lived. But maybe not even that: one could only imagine life when it becomes a
manifestation
of reality. Reality can be imaginary, too; or faked – or
both. Would
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to find out? Why would it matter to know what is real or imaginary, or
.

1 .Michel
MathewAuder’
Cerletty
$24,000.00
at the very least, true?
and Andrew Neel’s film ‘The
Feature’ that
Returns & Exchanges, 2015

recently premiered at the
. Times BFI London Film Festival sets out to pose these
oil on linen, 116,8 x 116,8
questions – but not necessarily
to answer them. He was one of the very first to
cm

. and has ever since the late 60’s used and produced this
pick up a portable camera
Inventory: MC105

medium to document and portray his immediate surroundings. The three-hour
long film ‘The Feature’ appears to be a fictionalised biography of the last 45 years
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Subof
total
/ Subtotaal
$24,000.00
of his life, in which scenes
his marriages
to Viva Superstar and
Cindy Sherman

and his life in the New York art world, drawn from his vast archive of videotapes,
intersect with new film footage,
shot by co-director Andrew Neel. As both a
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------/ FACTUUR
TOTAAL
chronicler and a witness,INVOICE
AuderTOTAL
tells the
story of
his life, might$24,000.00
it be fact or

fiction. What seemed irritating and at times self-indulgent appears to be carefully
Payment terms / Betalingstermijn

constructed, a tale of fragments that defy conclusion and resist descriptions other
Please state our invoice number on the payment reference.
than:
“life through a lens” – close, sometimes too close. Wiebke Gronemeyer
All titles remain property of Office Baroque until receipt of payment in full.

Amount
does notAuder
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packing,
shipping,
spoke
to Michel
about
his film,
his lifetaxes,
– andinsurance.
how the film might rather tell

about the life of others.
Office Baroque
Gallery BVBA
Wiebke
Gronemeyer:
Some film critics describe you as a “consummate
VAT/BTW: BE 888 492 878, RPR Antwerpen

voyeur”.
I would
rather
like to describe you as an observant, of both your own
Bank: ING
Antwerpen
Metropool

Account number: 363 0131987 10
lives
and the lives of others. When you film, it seems you read life from a kind of
IBAN: BE41 3630 1319
BIC: BBRUBEBB
meta-level.
What was the initial reason for you to pick up a camera?

Michel Auder: I was interested in photography from an early age. In fact, I
mention this in the film at the beginning; I talk about the Rolleiflex camera I
http://whitehotmagazine.com/articles/2008-interview-with-michel-auder/1660
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Returns & Exchanges, 2015
.
oil on linen, 116,8 x 116,8
cm
.
Inventory: MC105

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sub total / Subtotaal
$24,000.00

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------INVOICE TOTAL / FACTUUR TOTAAL
$24,000.00

Payment terms / Betalingstermijn
Please state our invoice number on the payment reference.

Still
The
Feature,
directed
by Michel
Auder
Andrew
Neel. USA,
2008,
Allfrom
titles
remain
property
of Office
Baroque
untiland
receipt
of payment
in full.
Amount does not include packing, shipping, taxes, insurance.

177min.

WG: Early on in the film you say that you wanted to oppose to a notion of life
Office Baroque Gallery BVBA

that
“fits in an envelope”. Which framework were you afraid of? A bourgeois
VAT/BTW: BE 888 492 878, RPR Antwerpen
Bank: ING
Metropool
lifestyle?
DidAntwerpen
you manage
to escape from it through your films?
Account number: 363 0131987 10
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MA: I am not opposed to a bourgeois lifestyle. I wanted to be part of the system,
http://whitehotmagazine.com/articles/2008-interview-with-michel-auder/1660
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but the system didn’t accept me. In a way I’m thankful for that. I wanted to have
Invoice number:
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a proper
job, but nobody
gave me a job at that time, or anything like that. So my
Invoice date:
23/4/2015
life Invoice
had a different
trajectory.
to:
Anton KernYou could say I have ‘escaped’ the bourgeois life…

Anton Kern Gallery
and I guess in some ways
I have. But the film is also about the character moving
532 West 20th Street
New York,
NY 10011 comfort, predictability, luxury, etc. The
in and out of the Bourgeois
experience:
USA

character moves in and out of situations where he has access to these things and I
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think
that’s what allows not only the film but also a lot of my work to create a
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dialogue about the bourgeois experience and wanting to escape from it. So I

guess
the answer to your question is that I have not escaped from the
Bourgeois
Description
Price
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------lifestyle,
but the camera has given me the ability to describe it, view it, analyze it,
.
. Mathew
and at times, live in it,1too.

Cerletty
$24,000.00
Returns & Exchanges, 2015
.
oil on linen, 116,8 x 116,8
WG: You describe yourself
cm as a filmmaker, but you are also often described as
.
video artist since you started
to exhibit your work in art galleries in the early
Inventory: MC105

a

80’s, while making film since the late 60’s.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sub total / Subtotaal
$24,000.00

MA: I am embedded somewhere in both worlds: the film world has not paid
attention to my work in all those years. The art world was much more interested.
I think that all my works ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------are films. The broader world may not understand them
INVOICE TOTAL / FACTUUR TOTAAL

$24,000.00

as such sometimes, because they have a narrow definition of how the medium
can be used. The only way to access this particular world was to create something
Payment terms / Betalingstermijn

that film people would be interested in. For The Feature we operated with the
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Amount does not include packing, shipping, taxes, insurance.
festivals,
a process the film world is familiar with and thus recognizes the work as

film. I think both Andrew and I were interested in playing with narrative clichés.
We worked hard on walking a delicate line between the poetic and the narrative
Office Baroque Gallery BVBA
modes
of filmmaking. This means that the film will be swimming between ‘art’
VAT/BTW: BE 888 492 878, RPR Antwerpen
Metropoolare pretty silly anyway.
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1 . Mathew Cerletty
$24,000.00
Returns & Exchanges, 2015
.
oil on linen, 116,8 x 116,8
cm
.
Inventory: MC105

Still------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------from The Feature, directed by Michel Auder and Andrew Neel. USA, 2008,
177min.

Sub total / Subtotaal

$24,000.00

WG: So when you film, do
you have any intention in mind, or do you literally
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------INVOICE TOTAL / FACTUUR TOTAAL

$24,000.00

just film what you see and then later on appropriate the material to a certain
observation? Are your casual recordings actually results of deliberate choices?
Payment terms / Betalingstermijn
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diate surroundings. I don’t agree with the description of a voyeur, because I get
involved and I put myself into the situations I am observing. I maybe use a
Office Baroque Gallery BVBA
voyeuristic
style, but that’s it. I think my work is as much the act of shooting, as it
VAT/BTW: BE 888 492 878, RPR Antwerpen

Bank:
ING Antwerpen
Metropool
is the
compilation
of the
footage. Later I review the material and thus the
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old footage of yours and interweave it with a set of completely new narratives.
Very
early on in the film you stand in a doctor’s office, and he tells you
that you
Description
Price
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------have
a brain tumour. The narrative that you tell – regardless if it is fact or
.

. Mathew
fiction – is framed by1the
notionCerletty
of its own ending.

MA: The film offers
point. Andrew and I

$24,000.00
Returns & Exchanges, 2015
.
oil on linen, 116,8 x 116,8
no degree
of self-therapy for me. That’s a very important
cm
both.approached the raw material (my films) and the new
Inventory: MC105

fictionalized scenes we worked on as filmmaker, like cold-hearted tacticians. As
such------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------we set out to manipulate the highly subjective subject matter into a

Sub total
/ Subtotaal
$24,000.00
synthetic narrative. We didn’t
do this
for personal reasons, but because
we were

both interested in the implication of constructing a video-life in this way. The
scene that you describe at----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------the beginning of the film is a reference to filmmaking
INVOICE TOTAL / FACTUUR TOTAAL
$24,000.00
and its narrative structures:
I believe that my doctor has some terrible
news to

tell me. But that is just a device, because people expect stories in a film. It doesn’t
Payment terms / Betalingstermijn

even necessarily relate to the question if people want to believe it or not, or what
invoice number on the payment reference.
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story. In The Feature we are

using all sorts of those devices. There is a story, and there is a proposed ending.
We are not interested in what happens with that, we are more interested in the
Office of
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Still from The Feature, directed
by/ Michel
Auder and Andrew Neel.
USA, 2008,
Sub total
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$24,000.00
177min.
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WG: Gilles Deleuze explores in his text The Power of the False the relationship
between narratives, motion and storytelling in film amongst other issues. When
Payment terms / Betalingstermijn

watching The Feature this text came to my mind as here Deleuze in very
Please state our invoice number on the payment reference.
theoretical
terms analyzes narrative structures that do not relate to each other
All titles remain property of Office Baroque until receipt of payment in full.

not include
packing,
taxes,
insurance.
as aAmount
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followed
by an effect
butshipping,
in temporal
and
spatial terms, as that is the

nature of film. Furthermore, the contextualisation of narrative fragments do
never serve to explain one or the other. And this seems to me a very poignant
Office Baroque
BVBA between the old film footage and the
description
of the Gallery
relationship
VAT/BTW: BE 888 492 878, RPR Antwerpen

contemporary
narrative
with which you seem to frame it: both collide and
Bank: ING Antwerpen
Metropool

Account number: 363 0131987 10
become
discernible with their particularities. You blur the boundaries between
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factBIC:
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fiction, the real and the imaginary. And it seems that you not only let
both collide for this film, but propose to question what “real life” can actually
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Anton Kern
Gallery
television and the Internet,
nobody
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532 West 20th Street
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But10011
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document them. And then I put the material up on a shelf, eventually coming
backDescription
to it and start to analyze it. I revise it, creating something of which
I think is
Price
real------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------or, in turn, I fake it and make people believe that it is real. So my process is
.

1 . Mathew
Cerletty
$24,000.00
always like this. But when
making
this film the process was intensified
because
Returns & Exchanges, 2015

Andrew Neel, Luke Meyer
. (the editor) and myself were all working together

linen, 116,8 x 116,8
treating the video footageoil
likeonraw
material to be formed according to not only
cm
.
my perception of it, but also
theirs. This makes for an even greater level of
Inventory: MC105

removal. Because Andrew has not lived a lot of that footage he might bring his
own------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------interpretations of truth, opinion, and narrative to the table, which helped to
Subfilm
total
Subtotaal very personal, our $24,000.00
fictionalize it. Although the
is /ostensibly
process in many

ways was very impersonal.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------INVOICE TOTAL / FACTUUR TOTAAL
$24,000.00

WG: But one way to read this particular narrative of you facing death would
be that by resuming your life from a revisionist stance you try to make sense
Payment terms / Betalingstermijn

out it. Are you trying to rescue yourself, escaping the danger or drowning in
Please state our invoice number on the payment reference.
your
recorded past?
All titles remain property of Office Baroque until receipt

of payment in full.
Amount does not include packing, shipping, taxes, insurance.

MA: The film is nothing too serious. It’s not that I am trying to discover who I
am. Who am I? What am I about? I don’t even know. I just make my films, in one
Baroque
wayOffice
or another.

Gallery BVBA
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1 . Mathew Cerletty
$24,000.00
Returns & Exchanges, 2015
.
oil on linen, 116,8 x 116,8
cm
.
Inventory: MC105

Still from The Feature, directed by Michel Auder and Andrew Neel. USA, 2008,
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Sub total / Subtotaal
$24,000.00

177min.

WG: At the beginning of
the film you say, that this film is “real, and its not real
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------TOTAL /Are
FACTUUR
TOTAAL
$24,000.00
at the same time”. WhatINVOICE
about truth?
you interested
in truth?
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MA:
The truth in my films comes in through poetry. At the beginning we set out
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of does
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the story
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the film is not about me. We
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discussing the very notion of truth. I think Andrew from the very beginning was
Office
Baroque
Gallery
BVBA the universal and the personal in my work. I use
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of the
tension
between
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Bank:as
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through
in 40 years. The film is not about me, although I am acting in it.
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the real. I am communicating
what we all are going through in our lives
USA

individually, how we have to deal with ourselves. We don’t know what it gives to
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to:
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as a wrap-up of your life and filmmaking. Will you
Anton Kern Gallery

produce more films in
future?
532the
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MA: We tend to categorize everything. But this is just one film and I make films
PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS INVOICE IS PAYABLE IN Currency

everyday.
With
at hand, I can sit in my studio and go through my
INVOICES
ARE the
DUE technology
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old and new footage on the computer and make new works. I have a show coming
Description
up in
Denmark and while making The Feature for the last two yearsPrice
I made other
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

. on the side. This is only one little piece out of my body of work. The film
films
1 . Mathew Cerletty

$24,000.00

seems so long with its three
hours,
but it could
have been a lot longer. Every
Returns
& Exchanges,
2015

.
scene was carefully selected;
I could have made myself look amazingly beautiful
oil on linen, 116,8 x 116,8
cm is not important to me, as it is just one film. I am
and rich and so on. But this
.

moving on, although people
think I MC105
am dying and this was it.
Inventory:
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earlier, that people tend to categorize what they see in order to make sense out
of it. But when they see your film and thus a fragment of your life, don’t you
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------think they at the same time
are inclined to reflect and think about
their own life,
INVOICE TOTAL / FACTUUR TOTAAL
$24,000.00

their reality?
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lives, or not. Film interests me on this level.
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